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free the country from its present plague of underemploy-
ment, and over-population. Economically speaking, any
foreseeing interpretation of the course of affairs must now
place Britain definitely in the orbit of the overseas world.
. (" Oh / oh ! ") Ironical laughter so soon and sudden
cleared Michael's mind, and relaxed his lips ; and, with the
grin that gave his face a certain charm, he resumed :
Speakers on all sides of the House, dwelling on the
grave nature of the Unemployment problem, had pinned
their faith to the full recapture of European trade, some
in one way, some in another, August as they were, he
wished very humbly to remark that they could not eat
cake and have it. (Laughter?) Did they contend that
wages in Britain must come down and working hours be
lengthened; or did they assert that European wages must
go up, and European working hours be shortened ? No,
they had not had the temerity. Britain, which was to rid
itself of unemployment in the ways suggested, was the only
important country in the world which had to buy about
seven-tenths of its food, and of whose population well-nigh
six-sevenths lived in Towns. It employed those six-
sevenths in producing articles in some cases too dearly for
European countries to buy, and yet it had to sell a sufficient
surplus above the normal exchanges of trade, to pay for
seven-tenths of the wherewithal to keep its producers alive.
(A laugh?) If this was a joke, it was a grim one. (A voice :
" Ton have forgotten the carrying trade"} He accepted the
honourable Member's correction, and hoped that he felt
happy about the future of that trade. It was, he feared,
a somewhat shrinking asset.
At this moment in his speech Michael himself became
a somewhat shrinking asset, overwhelmed by a sudden
desire to drop Foggartism, and sit down. The cool atten-
tion, the faint smiles, the expression on the face of a past